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VETERANS ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Statement by Minister for Veterans Issues 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Veterans Issues) [2.06 pm]: I rise to inform the house about the 
recent appointments and restructure of the Veterans Advisory Council, a ministerial advisory body established in 
2014 to help the state government address the needs of ex-service men and women. At my request, the overall 
number of members has increased from 10 to 15. This increase has allowed us, for the first time, to ensure 
a cross-section of members from the Army, Navy and Air Force branches are all in the mix, including 
commissioned and non-commissioned personnel and ex-personnel. Equally importantly, in line with a McGowan 
government election commitment, I am pleased to advise the house that the number of women on the VAC has 
doubled, with a third of the positions now filled by women. This is particularly pleasing, given that the percentage 
of women in the Defence Force is only 18 per cent. 
At this point, 13 members of the VAC have been appointed and I would expect the remaining two to be announced 
in the very near future. Major Vivian Blycha, who served in operations in East Timor and the Middle East, is the 
first female appointed as the VAC’s chair and she will replace the outgoing chair, Mr Max Ball. Major Blycha’s 
appointment is very significant and I am very pleased that she has agreed to serve as chair. 
I take this opportunity to thank the outgoing members for their valuable contributions in championing the interests 
of Western Australia’s veterans. As I am sure members are aware, the VAC advocates for veterans, and provides 
in-depth analysis and advice to government based on the members’ wide range of qualifications, experience and 
skill sets. The VAC also investigates matters referred to it by me, as the Minister for Veterans Issues, on issues 
that include, but are not limited to, health, employment, welfare and support programs. 
I note that the recent shift in the age demographic of Western Australia’s veterans’ community, as service men 
and women return from conflicts in East Timor, Iraq and Afghanistan, has seen a corresponding shift in its needs 
and interests. I am sure that this new and expanded VAC, with its great depth and diversity of skills and experience, 
will be well placed to advocate for and promote the interests of this younger cohort of veterans, and I look forward 
to working with them. 
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